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mouth. Finally, he was at heart a Catholic, but was Jo
prudent in politics, or too lukewarm in faith, to venture t
declare himself.
His brother James who was later to succeed him as Jame
II, was in some respects a better man than Charles, thoiig
his own life was not above reproach.   In his brother's rejgr
James earned as a soldier the praise of a French genera
and as a sailor he fought well at sea and administered th
navy with tolerable efficiency at Whitehall.   He possessgi
energy and sincerity, and he proved himself a kind maste
and father.    Yet Charles had many more interests thaj
James in Nature, in Science1, and in Art.   He was mor<
good-humoured, and he had a gift of wit which was deniec
to James. Moreover, he was a far abler man. " The King,5
said one observer, " could see things if he would ("""tin
Duke (i.e. James, then Duke of York) would see things jf h<
could."   James was a bigot, a jnan given to extremes^ip. al
things.   He was an ardent Roman Catholic, and those whc
did not agree with him must be heretics; he was a hekevei
in absolute ^monarchy, and those who opposed him were
rebels.     Charles, though of the same opinions, andjooi
without a certain persistency in endeavouring to sugpon
them, was more pliable, more tactful, content to LISe his
time, and determined above all things ""not'to go "on his
travels again ".   James, perhaps, succeeded to a more diffi-
cult situation, but the differences in their respective char-
acters largely account for the fact that whilst Charles.reigned
for,twenty-five years and found himself in a stronger position
at the end of fus~rule thaii he was at its beginning, James's
reign cam^tcTan abrupt conclusion in Jess than four years.
Charle&IiadmadeTouFpromises in l^Declaratwn signed
settle- at JEtegja before, his. return tor England, the performance of
ofthethese^promises, however, being conditional upoiTthe^onsent
ibf o?i) of Jfarliapent.   jRnrrf, orregrsjifjfrg^ were promised to the
soldiers. , These were paid, and the New Model Army, with
1 The Royal Society was founded in Charles II's time.